
https://www.alliedacademies.org/journal-of-psychology-and-cognition/

J Psychol Cognition 2024 Volume 9 Issue 41

Rapid Communication

Citation: Shelhamer K. Moral bioenhancement: ethics, possibilities, and challenges.J Psychol Cognition. 2024;9(4):245

Moral bioenhancement: ethics, possibilities, and challenges.

Konrad Shelhamer*

Department of Social Sciences, University of Information Technology and Management in Rzeszow, Rzeszów, Poland

Introduction
As technological advances rapidly transform every aspect 
of human life, the field of bioethics has faced many new 
and contentious questions. One such question centers on the 
concept of moral bioenhancement (MBE), a burgeoning 
area of study and debate within bioethics. MBE refers to 
the use of biomedical interventions—whether drugs, genetic 
engineering, or other biological means—to improve or 
augment moral capacities such as empathy, altruism, and 
fairness. Advocates argue that MBE could help address global 
issues like climate change, violence, and social inequality by 
making individuals more morally responsible. However, its 
detractors raise a variety of ethical concerns, questioning both 
its feasibility and desirability. This article delves into the key 
arguments, ethical considerations, and challenges surrounding 
moral bioenhancement [1].

At the heart of MBE is the idea that moral behavior can be 
influenced, improved, or regulated by biological interventions. 
This concept is grounded in research suggesting that moral 
dispositions—such as empathy, trust, and a sense of fairness—
have biological and neurological underpinnings. For example, 
neuroscientific studies have shown that oxytocin, sometimes 
referred to as the "moral molecule," can increase feelings of 
empathy and social bonding. Similarly, serotonin is linked 
to mood regulation and aggression control, while dopamine 
plays a role in reward-based decision-making [2].

Moral bioenhancement posits that if moral behavior is partly 
rooted in biology, then biomedical interventions targeting 
these pathways could enhance our moral capacities. By 
increasing altruism, reducing aggression, or bolstering 
empathy, proponents argue that we could create a more 
cooperative and peaceful society. This idea, though novel, has 
garnered support from some bioethicists, who view MBE as 
a potential tool to mitigate humanity's most pressing moral 
failings [3].

Supporters of MBE believe it could help address a range of 
moral challenges, particularly those that require collective 
action on a global scale. For instance, problems like climate 
change, resource depletion, and international conflicts demand 
cooperative behavior and long-term thinking. Proponents 
argue that many of these issues stem from individual moral 
shortcomings, such as short-sightedness, selfishness, or 
apathy. MBE could potentially address these issues at their 
root, by enhancing people's ability to act altruistically or with 
greater regard for the welfare of others [4].

Julian Savulescu, a prominent advocate for MBE, contends 
that traditional moral education and social structures have 
proven insufficient to address these large-scale problems. He 
argues that the rapid pace of technological development has 
outstripped humanity’s moral progress, leaving us ill-equipped 
to manage the consequences of our actions. MBE could serve 
as a necessary tool to bridge this moral gap, helping humans 
become more responsible stewards of the planet and each 
other [5].

Another potential benefit is the reduction of violent and 
antisocial behavior. If biomedical interventions could reduce 
aggression or enhance compassion, society could see a 
decrease in crime, violence, and even systemic injustices like 
racism or discrimination [6].

Despite its potential, moral bioenhancement raises significant 
ethical concerns. One of the primary arguments against MBE 
is that it could undermine human autonomy and free will. If 
our moral decisions are influenced by biological interventions, 
critics argue, we may no longer be acting out of genuine 
moral conviction but rather under the effects of external 
manipulation. This could reduce the authenticity of moral 
actions, turning people into passive subjects rather than active 
moral agents [7].

Moreover, there are concerns about coercion. Would 
individuals be forced to undergo moral bioenhancement 
in the name of societal good? If so, this raises issues about 
consent and the potential for abuse by authoritarian regimes 
or unethical governments. In a dystopian scenario, MBE could 
be weapon zed to suppress dissent or manipulate citizens to 
act in ways that benefit those in power [8].

Additionally, there is the problem of defining what constitutes 
"morality" in a universal sense. Different cultures and 
societies hold varying moral values, and what one group 
considers morally desirable may differ drastically from 
another’s perspective. Who decides which moral traits should 
be enhanced and which should be suppressed? This opens the 
door to moral relativism and the risk of promoting a narrow or 
biased version of morality [9].

Another concern is the question of justice and equity. MBE, 
like many biomedical innovations, could become available 
only to those with the financial means to afford it, further 
widening social inequalities. If only certain individuals or 
groups have access to enhanced moral capacities, this could 
exacerbate existing divisions rather than promote global 
cooperation [10].
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Conclusion
Moral bioenhancement presents an intriguing, yet deeply 
controversial, approach to addressing humanity’s moral 
shortcomings. While the potential to foster a more empathetic 
and cooperative society is appealing, the ethical dilemmas and 
practical challenges it poses are substantial. As the field of 
bioethics continues to grapple with these questions, it is crucial 
that discussions about MBE proceed with caution, keeping 
human dignity, autonomy, and equity at the forefront of the 
debate. Only then can we responsibly explore the possibilities 
of enhancing not only our technological capacities but our 
moral ones as well.
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