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accommodate the diverse needs and preferences of older 
adults, from age-restricted communities to universally 
designed housing that is accessible to people of all ages and 
abilities. By providing housing options that support aging 
in place, age-friendly communities enable older adults to 
remain in their homes and neighborhoods as they grow older, 
maintaining social connections and a sense of belonging [9].

Health and Wellness Services
Access to health and wellness services is essential for 
promoting the health and well-being of older adults. Age-
friendly communities prioritize the availability of healthcare 
facilities, preventive services, and wellness programs that 
cater to the needs of older residents. This may include senior 
centers offering exercise classes and health screenings, 
accessible healthcare providers trained in geriatric care, and 
partnerships with local organizations to address specific health 
concerns within the community [10].

Conclusion
In conclusion, creating age-friendly communities is not only 
a matter of accommodating the needs of older adults but 
also a reflection of our commitment to building inclusive, 
vibrant, and sustainable communities for people of all ages. 
By investing in accessible infrastructure, social engagement 
opportunities, housing options, and health and wellness 
services, we can create environments where older adults can 
thrive and contribute meaningfully to community life. Ultimately, 
age-friendly communities benefit everyone, fostering a sense of 
belonging, connection, and well-being across generations. As we 
continue to navigate the complexities of an aging population, let 
us prioritize the creation of inclusive spaces where people of all 
ages can live, work, and play with dignity and respect.
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Introduction
As our societies evolve and demographics shift, the concept of 
age-friendly communities is becoming increasingly important. 
In an era where the population is aging at a rapid pace, it is 
essential to foster environments that support the well-being and 
inclusion of people of all ages. From accessible infrastructure 
to social engagement opportunities, age-friendly communities 
prioritize the needs of older adults while benefiting residents 
of all ages [1-3].

Understanding Age-Friendly Communities
Age-friendly communities are designed to be accessible, 
inclusive, and supportive of individuals as they age. These 
communities recognize that aging is a natural part of life 
and aim to create environments that enable older adults to 
live independently, participate actively in community life, 
and access the services and support they need. However, the 
benefits of age-friendly initiatives extend beyond older adults, 
enriching the lives of residents across generations [4].

Accessible Infrastructure
One of the pillars of age-friendly communities is accessible 
infrastructure. This includes well-maintained sidewalks and 
pedestrian pathways, curb cuts and ramps for wheelchair users 
and individuals with mobility impairments, and accessible 
public transportation options. By prioritizing pedestrian 
safety and mobility, age-friendly communities ensure that 
older adults can navigate their neighborhoods with ease and 
confidence, reducing the risk of accidents and promoting 
physical activity [5].

Social Engagement Opportunities
Social isolation and loneliness are significant challenges 
facing many older adults, particularly those living alone or 
with limited social networks. Age-friendly communities 
address this issue by providing opportunities for social 
engagement and connection. This can take the form of 
community centers offering classes and activities tailored to 
older adults, intergenerational programs that bring together 
people of different ages for shared experiences, and volunteer 
opportunities that allow older adults to contribute their time 
and skills to the community [6-8].

Housing Options
Housing is another critical aspect of age-friendly communities. 
These communities offer a range of housing options that 

*Correspondence to: Sneha Benjamin. School of Health and Biomedical Sciences RMIT University, Melbourne, VIC, Australia, E-mail: jen@rmit.edu.au

Received: 09-May-2024, Manuscript No. AAJMHA-24-132426; Editor assigned: 13- May -2024, Pre QC No. AAJMHA-24-132426 (PQ); Reviewed: 25- May -2024, QC No. 
AAJMHA-24-132426; Revised: 28- May -2024, Manuscript No. AAJMHA-24-132426 (R); Published: 31- May -2024, DOI: 10.35841/aajmha-8.3.208

mailto:https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0706743719842559
mailto:https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0706743719842559
mailto:https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0706743719842559
mailto:https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2018-49409-001
mailto:https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2018-49409-001
mailto:https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2018-49409-001
mailto:https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11469-019-00214-x
mailto:https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11469-019-00214-x
mailto:https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11469-019-00214-x


2J Ment Health Aging 2024 Volume 8 Issue 3

Citation: Jen S. Creating inclusive spaces: The imperative of age-friendly communities. J Ment Health Aging. 2024; 8(3)208

4. Johnston MS, Ricciardelli R, McKendy L. Suffering In 
Silence: Work And Mental Health Experiences Among 
Provincial Correctional Workers In Canada. Corrections. 
202; 23:1-9.

5. McCann TV, Lubman DI, Clark E. The Experience Of 
Young People With Depression: A Qualitative Study. J. 
Psychiatr Ment Health Nurs. 2012;19(4):334-40.

6. Williams L, Gorman R, Hankerson S. Implementing 
A Mental Health Ministry Committee In Faith-Based 
Organizations: The Promoting Emotional Wellness 
And Spirituality Program. Soc Work Health Care. 
2014;53(4):414-34.

7. Søvold LE, Naslund JA, Kousoulis AA. Prioritizing The 

Mental Health And Well-Being Of Healthcare Workers: 
An Urgent Global Public Health Priority. Front Public 
Health. 2021;9:679397.

8. Pinfold V, Toulmin H, Thornicroft G. Reducing Psychiatric 
Stigma And Discrimination: Evaluation Of Educational 
Interventions In UK Secondary Schools. Br J Psychiatry. 
2003;182(4):342-6.

9. Hassanein AE. Promoting Mental Treatment In The Arab 
World .

10. Couser GP. Challenges And Opportunities For Preventing 
Depression In The Workplace: A Review Of The Evidence 
Supporting Workplace Factors And Interventions. J Occup 
Environ Med.  2008:411-27.

mailto:https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/23774657.2021.1978906
mailto:https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/23774657.2021.1978906
mailto:https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/23774657.2021.1978906
mailto:https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1365-2850.2011.01783.x
mailto:https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1365-2850.2011.01783.x
mailto:https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00981389.2014.880391
mailto:https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00981389.2014.880391
mailto:https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00981389.2014.880391
mailto:https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00981389.2014.880391
mailto:https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2021.679397/full
mailto:https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2021.679397/full
mailto:https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2021.679397/full
mailto:https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/reducing-psychiatric-stigma-and-discrimination-evaluation-of-educational-interventions-in-uk-secondary-schools/85A99640485FF28947120C851E3460A1
mailto:https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/reducing-psychiatric-stigma-and-discrimination-evaluation-of-educational-interventions-in-uk-secondary-schools/85A99640485FF28947120C851E3460A1
mailto:https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/reducing-psychiatric-stigma-and-discrimination-evaluation-of-educational-interventions-in-uk-secondary-schools/85A99640485FF28947120C851E3460A1
mailto:https://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/masters/1002/
mailto:https://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/masters/1002/
mailto:https://www.jstor.org/stable/44998668
mailto:https://www.jstor.org/stable/44998668
mailto:https://www.jstor.org/stable/44998668

